THE WITNESS:  Mining could not have taken place
in there, no.

JUDGE KOUTRAS;  Not at all?

THE WITNESS:  Not until the roof was supported
and the water pumped out*  They would have to
pump the .water out, bolt the roof, and then they
could mine it.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  They were working outby where
those roof supports are.  Right?

THE WITNESS:  They were working over on the left.
Itrs marked as #9 room, is where the machine
would be working.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Would they be working in the area
where the pump switch was located?  The nonpermissible
pump switch.

THE WITNESS:  NO.  I would see no occasion for
them to work in there, other than to, perhaps,
go in at a later time and move the pump in.
That's the only reason I could see them going
up in that crosscut to work.  They'd have to go
in there for examinations.  To do other work,
they wouldn't have any reason to go in there.
They couldn't do any work.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  What is the significance of the
three-tenths methane that you found?

THE WITNESS:  Methane is being liberated on that
working section.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Well, how bad is three-tenths?

THE WITNESS:  Three-tenths is bad.  It's not bad
as long as it's being diluted and moved.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  But was it being diluted and moved?
THE WITNESS:  At that time it was, yes.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Well now, if the methane was being
diluted and moved, and there were no people working
in there, and the ventilation was in good condition,
if those were, in fact, the circumstances as you
found them that day, you still maintain that it
was significant and substantial?
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